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Upcoming Events and Dates 

Aug. 3rd ς National Night Out 
Westlake Cinema Parking lot  
6:00 PM ς 8:00 PM 
 
Aug. 5th- /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ нлнм 
 
Aug. 7th - /ǊǳƛǎƛƴΩ wƻŎƪȅ aƻǳƴǘ 
4:00 PM ς 10:00PM 
 
Aug. 11th ς Start of Classes for Franklin 
County Public Schools 
 
Aug. 20th ς 21st Warren Street Festival  
Downtown Rocky Mount  
 

нлнм /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ  
 
The Office of the Sheriff is pleased to 
announce that a Citizen's Academy for Fall 
2021 has been scheduled to start the first 
week of August! This session runs for 12 
weeks beginning the first week of August 
and continuing through to the mid/end of 
October. Classes begin at 6:00pm, once a 
week.  
 

 
 

This academy allows the residents of 
Franklin County an in-depth look inside of 
their Sheriff's Office. The participants will 
learn about every facet of what our office 
does on a day-to-day basis. Portions of the 
academy will be classroom and segments 
will allow attendees to have a "hands on" 
experience to various elements of the job. 
For more information on our upcoming 
Citizen's Academy, please feel free to 
contact Sergeant Darryl King at 
Darryl.King@franklincountyva.gov or at 
FCSO@franklincountyva.gov 
 

NRA Basic Pistol Class 

 

The Office of the Sheriff will be holding in 

person NRA "Basics of Pistol Shooting" 

Darryl.King@franklincountyva.gov%20
mailto:FCSO@franklincountyva.gov
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class. This is an 8-hour NRA course that will 

cover the following topics: 

- Pistol Mechanisms & Operation 

- Ammunition Fundamentals 

- Building Pistol Shooting Skills 

- Pistol Maintenance, Selection and Use 

- Live Fire Instruction & Exercises 

This course meets and exceeds the training 

requirement needed to obtain a Virginia 

Concealed Handgun Permit.  

The cost for this class is $65; cash or check 

only and is due on the day of the class. You 

must submit the attached application to be 

considered for admittance into the class. 

*see the comments section for application 

attachment* 

Due to COVID restrictions, class sizes are 

limited to 8 people. COVID protocols will be 

followed and masks are required while in 

the building. Date/s/ will be determined 

once we are able to see how much demand 

is requested for classes. Contact Sgt. Darryl 

King at darryl.king@franklincountyva.gov 

for seating availability and upcoming class 

dates. 

 

 

 

National Night Out 

After a year hiatus, the Office of the Sheriff 

announces that National Night Out will be 

held this year. Tuesday, August 3rd, 

Westlake Cinema Parking Lot from 6PM - 

8PM. Fun for the entire family. 

Showcasing many aspects of your sheriff's 

office, along with FC Public Safety, other 

law enforcement agencies and several 

other organizations. 

¶ Many demonstrations, equipment 
interactions, martial arts and much 
more. 

¶ FREE HOT DOGS AND WATERS 
(while supplies last) 

¶ Buddy's BBQ will be there also. 
Come join us on Tuesday, August 3rd for a 

great night. *** In case of inclement 

weather, this event will not be 

rescheduled*** 

 

 

mailto:darryl.king@franklincountyva.gov
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Pigg River Community Day 

 

Recently, Pigg River Community Outreach 

Day was held at their facility on South Main 

Street and the Office of the Sheriff was 

there. Weather was great and the event 

was too. Many non-profits had displays 

available, there was food and more. Thanks 

to everyone involved in organizing this 

event. Special thanks to Pam Chitwood for 

the photos. 

FCSO Retirees 

Recently, the Office of the Sheriff had a 

wonderful celebration to honor 6 

individuals retiring from service. 

Sheriff Overton said, "The Franklin County 

Sheriff's Office and all of our residents have 

been blessed and well served by these 6 

people. Their retirement certainly leaves a 

void. We honor each of you today, grateful 

to see your families with you and equally 

honored to see so many co-workers who 

have come to support you on this 

momentous day." 

Sheriff Overton also spoke about each 

individual, their contributions to our office 

and wished each of them a long and happy 

retirement. 

 

Photo shows our 6 retirees L ς R: 

James Crews ς 25 years 

Lewis Wimmer ς 23 years 

Wanda Fralin ς 30 years 

Jackie Holland ς 33 years 

Stephanie Mills ς 32 years 

Tim Mayo ς 29 years 

C.R.A.S.E. Event 

 

The Office of the Sheriff will be presenting a 

Civilian Response to Active Shooter Event 
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training on Sunday, August 8th from 9AM - 

11Am at the Piedmont Presbyterian Church, 

8585 Callaway Road, Callaway, VA This 

training deals with what residents should do 

if they find themselves in an active shooter 

situation. The public is invited to attend. 

5 Year Service Pins 

Recently, Sheriff Overton met with our 

Citizens on Patrol (COPs) members after a 

pause of the program due to the pandemic. 

The COPs program is a huge help to our 

office and patrol division by assisting with 

various call types such as vehicle unlocks, 

funeral escorts, manual traffic control, 

business security checks, etc. At this 

meeting, Sheriff Overton was able to award 

5-year service pins to five of the COPs 

members for their dedicated service! 

***If you are interested in more 

information on Citizens on Patrol, please 

contact FCSO@franklincountyva.gov  

 

Picture (Left to Right): Harry Simmerman, 

Pete Burrows, Sheriff Overton, Margaret 

Rakes, Susan Hilfer, Tom Hamlin. 

Visit to Evident 

 

Investigators stopped by Evident in July. 

FCSO investigators were able to show them 

the new Crime Scene Unit (CSI) Trailer. The 

Office of the Sheriff is so blessed to have 

the Grimm Family as supporters, and they 

gifted us with much needed supplies.  

Donuts 

 

mailto:FCSO@franklincountyva.gov
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Some of the Evident staff stopped by the 

Office of the Sheriff and brought many 

boxes of Mama Crockett's Cider Donuts. 

They were delicious! Thanks, Evident for the 

thoughtful gift. 

Woodman Life Award 

 

Deputy Brad Elkins received the Woodmen 

Life Award for the month of July 2021 

recently. Deputy Elkins was involved in an 

incident a while back where he intervened 

in a possible attempted suicide. Elkins was 

able to stall the subject until assistance 

arrived and the situation ended with the 

resident getting help.  

Pedestrian Safety 

Already in 2021, there have been 80 crashes 
involving pedestrians. As we partner with 
our Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles, 
we wish to remind both pedestrian and 
driver to "Look Out For Each Other" 
 

 
 

Not just in Rocky Mount and other larger 
populated areas but look out for 
pedestrians everywhere in Franklin County. 
To stay safe on the roads, pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and motorists need to respect 
each other.  
 
Drivers should look out for pedestrians by 
avoiding distractions and drive in relation to 
conditions as well as adhering to speed 
limits.  
Pedestrians should: 
ω tƭŀƴ ŀ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀŦŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎǎ 
ω !ǾƻƛŘ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŘǊǳƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
be alert 
ω ¦ǎŜ ƻƴƭȅ hb9 ŜŀǊōǳŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ 
jogging 
ω 5ǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ǿŜŀǊ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ 
but never assume drivers see you 
ω /ŀǊǊȅ ŀ ōƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ŦƭŀǎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
ω ²ŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ 
sidewalk, walk facing traffic and as far from 
traffic as possible 
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ω ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊǎ ōŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ 
parking lots and driveways 
When walking, pedestrians should be 
predictable, follow the rules of the road and 
obey signs and signals. They should cross at 
crosswalks or intersections ς where drivers 
expect pedestrians. 
While crossing, pedestrians must look for 
cars in all directions, including those turning 
left or right, and make eye contact with 
turning drivers before proceeding when 
possible. 
If there is no crosswalk or intersection, 
pedestrians should:  
ω Dƻ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-lit area with the best view of 
traffic 
ω ²ŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ŏross 
safely 
ω /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
crossing. 
Parents and caregivers must remind 
children and older adults to be safe as 
pedestrians. 

 

Boones Mill Shooting 

 

On June 28th just after 12 noon, the Office 

of the Sheriff received a 911 call stating 

there had been a shooting at Cannaday's 

Sav-A-Bit in Boones Mill. After rendering 

care to the victim and having rescue 

transport victim to the hospital, law 

enforcement began investigating the 

incident. Investigations led to the arrest of 

Emmitt Southern. 

Man Charged in Child Death 

On Wednesday June 30th, 2021 the Franklin 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ 
Roanoke Memorial Hospital of a seven-
year-old Franklin County child with injuries 
from a reported fall. The child succumbed 
from the injuries on Friday July 2nd, 2021 at 
Roanoke Memorial Hospital. 
 
An autopsy was performed at the Medical 
9ȄŀƳƛƴŜǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ Wǳƭȅ оǊŘΣ 
2021. All results remain pending at this 
time.  

 
 
Through the course of investigation, John 
Robert Ebel, the ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
caretaker, has been charged with Felony 
Child Abuse and is currently being held 
without bond. The investigation is on-going. 
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Murder Arrest 

 

The Franklin County Sheriff's Office made 

an arrest last week on the March 2021 

murder of William Kirk Odell. Maurice Allen 

Jones was recently charged with 2nd 

Degree Murder. He is currently being held 

without bond. 

Trailer Theft 

 

On July 25th, 2021, the Franklin County 

{ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 

stolen enclosed trailer that contained 

equipment and power tools. The trailer was 

stolen from the Bridgewater Area of 

Franklin County and has since been located 

in Roanoke. All of the tools and equipment 

were stolen from inside of the trailer. The 

photo shows a closeup of the suspect. The 

vehicle appears to be a grey Dodge pickup 

with rust damage on the back-rear fender. 

Anibal Gustavo Martinez Gonzalez, 40 years 

old of Roanoke, was arrested on 7/28 and 

charged with Grand Larceny after a full 

confession. 

 

 


